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Tuition and Donation Receipts
for 2009 will be ready for pick
up the end of February. Please
watch for a notice in the news-
letter when they are available|

| Spring Break |
| This year Spring break is |
| combined with the Good |
| Friday/Easter weekend. The
| break is from Mar. 22—Apri.
I5th inclusive. Classes will |
: resume on Tuesday, Apr.

|
| 6th. l
|

Be Strong and Courageous

During my class devotions we have been workingveay through the history of the
Israelites and the struggles they faced as GoaiplpeWe are currently reading the
book of Joshua and | am always encouraged by tgeg3@d prepared His people fo
the challenges that were before them. When Josluezseded Moses as the leader pf
the Israelites, God didn’t send him out into battlehout first encouraging him and
building him up so that he was equipped to harttestruggles he was about to fack.
Not once but four timem the first chapter of Joshua, God instructs tarfbe strong
and courageous,” to lead the people without feavhadt was to come.

In the New Year | always find myself looking towandhat is to come. This year wil
be a huge milestone in my life as my husband amaitlin expectation for the safe
arrival of our first child. Whenever | read Joslitua a comfort to me that we, as
God’s people, are expected to greet each new dgalieith strength and courage.
Sometimes, | think about all the changes that angireg in my life and it can be ove
whelming! Rather than giving in to the spirit okfel prefer to remember that God
built up and encouraged Joshua before He askedwtigs of him. He promised to gp
before him and to never leave or forsake him. Gad lwilding Joshua up in preparp-
tion for the job he was going to have to do in Ilegdhe Israelites to the Promised
Land.

| know what job God is preparing me for this ydde is surrounding me with encoyr-
agement and hope, promises that He goes beforadnesa a plan. This New Year, |l
hope that you spend some time thinking about tlaflerhiges that await you. God may
be preparing you for something amazing! As you fe@eh day and each new task,
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrifiedndbbe discouraged, for the Lord
your God will be with you wherever you go.” (JosHu8)

Shannon Gillespie

D

-
:K-8 Student Led Conferences.—Feb 16th from 12:4@@pm and 6:00— :

| 7:40 pm. |

I This is an essential part of your child’s overalleational experience. It will give parents e1nd
I caregivers an opportunity to celebrate work doreraap out goals for learning for the res of
| the year. If you are unable to make the studentdederence day then you will need to bodk
I'an alternate appointment with your child’s classndeacher. This will also give you an op—:

: portunity to speak with the classroom teacher flmvaminutes if desired. |

| The appointments will be scheduled with 4 famifies each 20 minute interval. :

I Please note there will be no classes the afternoofiFeb. 16th. Students will be dismisseg
|at noon. Please calDiane or Lynn in the office to schedule your appmiant. (754-4512) I

Middle School Year End Band and Science Trip

Parents are invited to participate and chaperométiddle School year end trip planned for
June 9-11th. This year we are going to the PaRifin National Park. If you are interested ip
joining in the fun please contact Mr. Spyksma atdte.ncs@shaw.ca
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! Please note that the annual calendar, approved by the board, provides for a two week, Easter break this

.sprmg The NCS holiday has the school closing date on Friday, March 19 and opens again on Tuesday, April

'6 This was decided upon for the reasons of a more balanced schedule with fairly equal number of weeks before
;and after the holiday, getting most of term three in high school completed and giving students and staff a rest
'closer to the end of the year. We are aware that some families may make use of recreational and sports pro-
.grams that operate during the public school holiday. Therefore, if you are one such family please note our holiday
:change so that you may make necessary plans for childcare and activities. Thank you for your attention and con-
i sideration of this change from the status quo.



i Dear School Family,

Please note that the board has approved the education committee's recommendation to intend to offer full day kindergarten,
beginning this September, 2010. This decision will formally be sent to the Independent Schools Branch (ISB) this
1week. The ISB has also granted "half day" kindergarten to run concurrently with the full day program for the first year

1(2010/2011)of the FDK implementation only. Since these matters are particularly of concern for NCS and our parents,

rwhere we typically operate with one classroom, education committee has struck a sub-committee to strategize, shape and
rdesign a first year school experience that is consistent with our values of parental and family support. Mr. Spyksma, Mrs.
I Thompson and Mrs. Kroeker have this assignment and welcome your input and sharing of your ideas. They will also be

i hosting a spring parent night for describing our direction, rationale and receiving your input. Our family of Christian schools i

1is also gathering in a special focus day on Friday, Feb. 19 to meet with the government representative in order to better pre-
i pare and more effectively organize and understand this initiative. We affirm that the family has the God-given mandate
rand responsibility to "impress God's commandments on our children's hearts" (Deut. 6:6-), all the time - when you get up in

' the morning, go out the door, when you sit at home, when you walk down the road, and when you lie down. We are con-

, stantly to be in His Way and are commanded to remind ourselves of the Lord's expectations throughout the day. The

i church and school, therefore, are to work and support the family to do His will. The school wants to do so in the best, possi-
1 ble and creative way.

Tutoring Available
Mr. Parker, an EA at Nanaimo Christian Schoolvailable after school to tutor students who argrades 3-6. He has had many yegars
of experience as a classroom teacher and wouldttole able to give extra assistance to those stsigého need it. Please contact hjm
at 250-714-2288 or via email at schoolman@telusRate is $35/hr. References available upon request

Grade 11 French students please note the chamiggdrior the French exart is now scheduled for Monday, Jan. 25th

Exam Schedule January, 2010

Grade Monday, Jan 25th Tuesday, Jan 26th Wednesday, Jan 27th | Thursday, Jan. 28th

9 English 9 Math 9

10 French 10 Social Studies 10 *English 10
*Math 10 (12:30 —3:00)
Principles
Essentials

11 French 11 English 11 Social Studies 11 Math 11

Physics 11 (12:30—3:00] (12:30—3:00) Principles

Essentials

12 *Geography 12 *Communications 12 *English 12

*Biology 12 (12:30—3)

Exams start at 8:30 unless stated otherwise.
* indicates provincial exams



Calendar of Events

Jan. 25-Jan. 29 High School Exams

Jan. 29th High School turnaround/ski day

Feb. 1st High School Semester 2 begins

Feb. 5 High School, Term 2 Reports issued

Feb. 15th Vancouver Island Professional Development, no elass
Feb 16th Student Led Conferences

Mar. 5" High School Interim Report Cards issued

Mar.5" K-8 Report Card Writing, no classes

Mar. 12" K- 8 Report Cards issued

Mar. 22-Apr. 5th

Spring Break, no classes

Apr. 6"

Classes Resume

Apr. 16" High School Report Card Writing, no classes
Apr. 16" Grandparent/Grandfriends Day, for K-8
Apr. 23° High School, Term 3 Reports issued
May 5" Hoops for Heart

May 6" Jump Rope for Heart

May 24" Victoria Day, no classes

June 9-11th Middle School Year end trip

June 18th Last Day High School Classes

June 23rd Last Day for K-8 Classes

June 21— 28th High School exams

June 28 GRAD

June 28th High School Report Cards issued
June TBA K-8 Report Cards issued

' . Parents/Caregivers visiting |
I or volunteering in the class-
| room during school hours a¥e
| asked to sign in at the of'flcé
Also if you are taking your |
! child out of school before |
! dismissal time you are asked
| to come to the office to sign
j your child out. '
Th|s helps us to track where
. people are in the event of an
! emergency. |
| Thank you for your coopera- )
j tion. !
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‘REACHING TROUBLED KIDS’
Dr. Gordon Neufeld

The Vancouver Island Independent Schools will be hosting Dr Gordon Neufeld at their Professional Development Day on
February 15 at Pacific Christian School in Victoria. This fabulous day will be open to interested persons in the community.

About Dr. Gordon Neufeld

Dr. Neufeld is a developmental and clinical psychologist based in Vancouver, Canada, and author of the highly acclaimed
best-seller, Hold On to Your Kids: Why Parents Need to Matter More Than Peers.

With more than 30 years of experience, he offers a unique synthesis of developmental literature and has an exceptional abil-
ity to make children understandable. Dr. Neufeld is considered to be a leading interpreter and communicator of the develop-
mental approach.

Not everyone grows up as they get older. Dr. Neufeld presents an integrated developmental approach to reaching troubled
kids, using the constructs of attachment, vulnerability and maturation to make sense of these children and their troubles in
learning and behaving as well as to open doors for change. His model has been honed from years of application in a wide
variety of venues: education, special behaviour programs, therapy, correctional settings, aboriginal communities, adoption,
counselling, parenting, and the foster system. In this seminar, he takes the best that developmental science has to offer and
delivers it in a usable form to the professionals who work with these children or those responsible for them. This material is
applicable to children of all ages, from toddlers to teens, and is relevant to all settings including home, school, daycare, treat-
ment and residential.

Cost for the day is $60 (includes lunch)

February 15, 8:30-3, Pacific Christian School, 671 Agnes Street., Victoria
To reserve a spot contact Sue DeSchiffart at Nanaimo Christian School at
754-4512, ext. 110 or sdeschiffart@nanaimochristianschool.ca




